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It is commendable that Thailand only emits a small amount of greenhouse gases.
However, the impacts of overall climate change on Thailand will not be as minimal as
its greenhouse gas emission rates. This is because climate change is continually
producing impacts, the degree of severity being dependant on the local environment
and geographical region. The impacts of climate change on Thailand can be

categorized under the following main headings: sea level, temperature, health and

hygiene, biodiversity, drought and flooding

Fight Against GIob‘aI\Warming

During the 1980s, sciehtists started becoming more concerned about the threats
associated with anthropogenic greenhouse gas e/mi;ssions and the increased severity of
the greenhouse gas effect. In 1988, the Worqu"'l/\/leteorological Organization (WMO) and
the United Nations Environment Progr/aff;me (UNEP) therefore established the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Chaﬁge (IPCC). In 1990, the IPCC completed its
First Assessment Report which conclud{ed that human activities were indeed responsible
for climate change and because the findings were released in the same year that
hosted the Second World Climate Conference, climate change became an international

issue of interest.

During its 45th Conference held on 11 December 1990, the United Nations set up the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for a Framework Convention on Climate
Change (INC/FCCC) to coordinate the efforts between governments in addressing the
problems associated with climate change. The INC organized 5 meetings between
February 1991 and May 1992, which were represented by more than 150 nations. The
topics that were discussed included the need for a commitment, the setting of
measurable objectives and timeline for greenhouse gas reduction, establishing financial
mechanismsi proposing technology transfer, and defining different levels of
responsibiy‘{ies to meet the climate change challenge. However, in order to meet its
objectives‘, the INC would require a binding agreement between all involved parties. The
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was therefore
"born" in May 1992 and formally entered into force on 21 March 1994 with the backing

of over 50 nations.
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