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says "by donors" but this trend should apply to everyone,
especially the CSD itself!] Objectives need to be defined
clearly before the start of all projects and other SD
activities; beneficiaries and other actors should be
required to meet discrete performance criteria and
monitored closely as projects are implemented. This
renewed emphasis on well-defined results is linked to the
need for better indicators of SD (and CB).

(d) "National ownership and execution of development
programmes is an accelerating trend with donors playing
more a supportive than a directive role." Another ancient

truth, well practiced by countries, such as Thailand, that
have been successful in their development strategies, but
now "rediscovered" by folks in the CSD Secretariat!!

9. Key issues recommended for CSD consideration: (i) the level
of donor support remains too low and quite uneven among countries
and topics; (ii) the process of collaborative learning, partly
through case studies, should be expanded; (iii) coordination
among donors still needs to be improved [especially within the
UN family, but few delegations are willing to say that]; and (iv)
"Capacity development is fundamentally a governance issue ....
[and] depends upon openness, experimentation, the involvement of
citizens..., bureaucratic transparency and accountability."

gbv/29 March 1996
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